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Healthy Lake Huron

• Since 2010 a multi-agency/stakeholder group 

has worked together to coordinate actions to 

protect and improve water quality along the 

southeast shores of Lake Huron from Sarnia 

to Tobermory. Co-chaired by 

MECP/OMAFRA. 

• Actions focus on reducing soil loss and 

improving soil health and include the 

installation of stream buffers, berms, and use 

of cover crops. Other actions include things 

like septic system inspections and upgrades, 

and restricting livestock from streams. 

• Outreach and education are another key 

piece of this initiative 
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▪ Nutrient & fecal pollution from tributaries

▪ High density of shoreline properties serviced 

by septic systems 

▪ Changing ecology of nearshore due to

invasive species  

▪ Geomorphic features of area exacerbate

problems

▪ Improved understanding of scope for

improvement or actions needed to best 

achieve change in incidence of shore  

fouling by algae

image source:

MNR

Pine River

Factors driving nearshore 

water quality problems 
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Partners
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Communications 

Working Group
MECP/ABCA chairs

Steering Committee
MECP/OMAFRA chairs

Working Group

(includes membership from all 

organizations involved in the HLH 

Initiative)

Bayfield North 

Watershed

Ausable Bayfield CA

Main Bayfield 

Watershed

Ausable Bayfield CA

Lambton Shores 

Watershed

St. Clair Region CA

Governance 

Six Streams Restoration 

Project Watershed

Bruce Peninsula 

Biosphere Association

Governance

Pine River 

Watershed

Pine River     

Watershed Initiative 

Network

Saugeen Valley CA

Garvey-Glenn 

Watershed

Maitland Valley CA

Priority Watersheds



Implementation Actions
Over 500 BMP projects completed and over $5 million 
dollars invested since the project was initiated
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Long-term monitoring in priority watersheds 
includes:

• flow and water quality data during 
events 

• Collection of explanatory data (e.g., 
crop tillage, fertilizer information, 
etc.)

• synthesize the data

Research has included:
• Edge of field monitoring of BMP’s to 

determine effectiveness
• Review of rural stormwater 

management models 

Monitoring and Research



Outreach and Education
through annual newsletters and the initiative website, landowner 
workshops, one on one visits and demonstration sites
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www.healthylakehuron.ca



• Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement

– Lakewide Annex

– Lake Huron Partnership

• Canada Ontario Agreement 

Project Linkages to significant binational and 
domestic water policy programs
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Funding Support

Landowners
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Approximately $4 million dollars in funding has gone towards 

the Healthy Lake Huron Initiative from a variety of funders.



5 Year Action Plan Updated in 2020

Identify Remaining Key Contributing Areas within the HLH 

Region



• Partnerships are key

• Outreach, education, promotion, one on one

• Maintaining momentum can be a challenge

• Linking environmental outcomes to management 

require long term monitoring

Healthy Lake Huron

What Have We Learned
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