Town of Saugeen Shores
600 Tomlinson Drive, P.O. Box 820
Port Elgin, ON NOH 2CO0O

April 14, 2025

Honourable Rob Flack

Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
17th Floor, 777 Bay St.

Toronto, ON M7A 2J3
rob.flack@pc.ola.orqg

Dear Minister,

RE: Opposition to Proposed Amendments to O.Reg. 530/22 to Expand Strong Mayor
Powers

| am writing to express my opposition to the government’s proposed expansion of Strong
Mayor powers to include the Town of Saugeen Shores. As the Mayor of Saugeen Shores, |
am concerned about the implications of this policy change on our local governance. Please
consider this letter as the Town of Saugeen Shores submission on O.Reg. 530/22 which is
available for comment until April 16%".

In my experience, the ‘Council Manager’ system of governance has always served our
municipality well. Specifically, when it comes to advancing our shared priority of building
more housing to serve our residents, Saugeen Shores Council has demonstrated flexible
and determined leadership. Our Council has enabled housing by reducing red tape resulting
in the construction of more than 600 multi-family residential units in the last two years alone.
Given the strong and sustained commitment of our Council to these efforts, | do not see
how the introduction of Strong Mayor powers will accelerate the construction of housing (or
the pursuit of other priority areas) in any way. On the contrary, vesting these new powers in
the Mayor threatens to disrupt long-established and effective processes, sidelining elected
members of Council with effects that may be contrary to the interests of our residents.

Saugeen Shores has thrived for decades on the principle of shared leadership. We have an
effective team of elected representatives working in partnership with a professional staff to
achieve goals that are transparently set out in our Strategic Plan and annual Business
Plans. This approach to governance is foundational to building trust between the
municipality and the residents that it serves. | fear that the unilateral decision-making
enabled by Strong Mayor powers would erode this trust and disrupt the collaborative
environment that has long been at the heart of the democratic tradition of our Council and
community.

| urge you to reconsider the expansion of Strong Mayor powers. If the government has a
strong desire to advance these major changes to the governance of our municipality, |
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request that you engage in a thorough consultation process with our Council and the
residents of our community before moving forward. It is crucial that any changes to local
governance structures be made in close partnership with the communities they impact.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. | look forward to your response and hope that
we can work together in the interest of ensuring strong local governance in Saugeen
Shores.

Sincerely,

Luke Charbonneau, Mayor
Town of Saugeen Shores

cc. Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario
Lisa Thompson, MPP, Minister of Rural Affairs
Council, Town of Saugeen Shores
All Ontario Municipalities



Township of Zorra

Zorra sng 163 Brock Street PO Box 189 Thamesford Ontario NOM 2MO
‘®

TOWNSHIP 519-485-2490 WWW.Zorra.ca @admin@zorra.ca

April 24, 2025

Hon. Doug Ford
Premier of Ontario
Via email: Premier@ontario.ca

At the April 16, 2025 regular meeting of the Council of the Township of Zorra, the following
resolution was passed:

WHEREAS the Ontario government has proposed expanding the "strong mayor" powers to 169
additional municipalities under the proposed legislation, which would grant mayors in these
municipalities more authority, particularly concerning the control of municipal budgets and planning
decisions;

AND WHEREAS this proposal has raised significant concerns regarding the centralization of
power, erosion of local democracy, reduced accountability, and the potential for the abuse of
power;

AND WHEREAS the proposed expansion of strong mayor powers undermines the collaborative
nature of municipal governance, and diminishes the role of elected municipal councillors in
representing the diverse interests of the community;

AND WHEREAS concerns have been raised about the negative impacts on public trust, democratic
participation, and municipal decision-making processes, if mayors are given the ability to bypass
council decisions without adequate consultation or oversight;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Township of Zorra opposes the
expansion of Strong Mayor Powers;

AND THAT the Council formally expresses its opposition to the Ontario government's proposal to
expand Strong Mayor Powers to preserve local democracy, transparency, and accountability;
AND THAT the Council encourages advocacy for democratic principles and for municipal
governance systems that prioritize collaboration, inclusivity, and democratic engagement;
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT a copy of this motion be forwarded to the Ontario Premier,
the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, all Ontario municipalities, as well as the Association
of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) for further action.

Disposition: Carried

Yours truly,

Karen Martin

Clerk
Township of Zorra

25-009
CC: Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing minister.mah@ontario.ca

All Ontario Municipalities
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) resolutions@amo.on.ca

Celebrating 50 years! 1975-2025
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April 16, 2025

Honourable Premier Doug Ford
Via Email: premier@ontario.ca

Honourable Rob Flack, Minitser of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Via Email: rob.flack@ontario.ca

Dear Premier Ford and Minister Flack,

Re: Opposition to Strong Mayor Powers — Proposed Amendments to O. Reg.
530/22

Please be advised that at its Regular Meeting held Monday, April 14, 2025, the Council
of the Town of Kingsville passed the following resolution respecting the matter
referenced in the above subject line:

78-04142025
Moved By: Councillor Gaffan
Seconded By: Deputy Mayor DeYong

Whereas on April 9, 2025, the Government of Ontario (hereafter, the “Province”),
led by Premier Doug Ford, announced a proposal to expand by “Strong Mayor
Powers” as provided for by Part V1.1 of the Municipal Act, 2001, to the heads of
council in 169 additional municipalities, including the Town of Kingsville, effective
May 1, 2025;

And whereas Strong Mayor Powers erode democratic process and have
fundamentally altered the historic model of local governance, which has existed
for almost two centuries, by:

« providing the head of council with the authority to unilaterally give direction
and make certain decisions without a consensus from a maijority of the
members of council; and,

« creating a power imbalance by providing the head of council with special
powers that other members do not generally have.

And whereas the Province is undermining the local governance model and
municipal independence by attempting to advance its priorities through
municipalities, and downloading its responsibilities to the same.
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Now therefore be it resolved that:

o The Council of the Corporation of the Town of Kingsville (“Council’) opposes
the expansion of Strong Mayor Powers, as announced on April 9, 2025;

« That Council requests that the proposed amendments to O. Reg. 530/22 to
Expand Strong Mayor Powers and Duties to Additional Municipalities not
include the Town of Kingsville; and;

« That Council directs the Acting Manager of Municipal Governance/Clerk to
forward a copy of this resolution to Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario; Rob Flack,
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing; All Four Local MPPs; AMCTO,
AMO and All Ontario Municipalities

Carried.

Sincerely,

gt Torle—

Angela Toole, Acting Manager of Municipal Governance/Clerk
Email: atoole@kingsville.ca
Phone: 519-733-2305 ext. 223

cc.  Anthony Leardi, MPP, Essex
Trevor Jones, MPP, Chatham-Kent - Leamington
Andrew Dowie, MPP, Windsor-Tecumseh
Lisa Gretzky, MPP, Windsor West
AMCTO
AMO
All Ontario Municipalities
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\\;@' The Corporation of the Town of Tecumseh
U lrecunsc)

April 25, 2025
By Email: premier@ontario.ca By Email: rob.flack@ontario.ca
The Honourable Doug Ford Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal

Affairs and Housing

Re: Opposition to Strong Mayor Powers

The Council of the Town of Tecumseh, at its regular meeting held Tuesday, April 22,
2025, passed the following resolution regarding its April 15, 2025 Letter sent to
Ontario’s Regulatory Registry on the proposed May 1, 2025, expansion of Strong Mayor
Powers, a copy of which is enclosed.

At their meeting, Tecumseh Council passed the following resolution:

Motion: RCM - 114/25

Moved by Councillor Alicia Higgison
Seconded by Councillor Tania Jobin

“That the agenda Communication item regarding the Town of Tecumseh
and its opposition to the expansion of Strong Mayor Powers be circulated
to the Premier of Ontario, the local MPPs, the Ministry of Municipal Affairs
and Housing, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario, the Association
of Municipal Managers, Clerks and Treasurers of Ontario, and all
municipalities”.

Carried

Please consider this letter as confirmation of the Town of Tecumseh’s action on the
matter.

Yours very truly,

%/

Robert Auger, LLB
Director Legislative Services & Clerk

RA/ja
Attachment

917 Lesperance Rd. | Tecumseh ON | N8N 1W9 | 519 735 2184 | www.tecumseh.ca
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Strong Mayor Powers
April 25, 2025
Page 2 of 2

1. Town of Tecumseh Resolution- Strong Mayor Powers dated April 15, 2025

cc.  County of Essex
Town of Amherstburg
Municipality of Lakeshore
Municipality of Leamington
Town of LaSalle
Town of Essex



=Y The Corporation of the Town of Tecumseh
W

April 15, 2025

Ministry to Municipal Affairs and Housing

Via Email to the Ontario’s Regulatory Registry

Re:

Letter of Resolution — Proposed May 1, 2025, expansion of Strong Mayor Powers to the
Town of Tecumseh

Atits April 15, 2025, Special Council meeting called in response to the April 9, 2025, Ministry
of Municipal Affairs and Housing news release on the proposal to expand Strong Mayor
Powers to 169 additional municipalities, the Council of the Town of Tecumseh provided the
following comments with the unanimous passage of the following resolution:

“Motion: SCM - 19/25

Moved by Deputy Mayor Bachetti
Seconded by Councilor Jobin

WHEREAS the Province of Ontario, through O. Reg. 530/22 under the Municipal Act, 2001,
has designated the Town of Tecumseh as a “Strong Mayor” municipality, granting the
enhanced powers of Part VI.1 of the Municipal Act to its Head of Council effective May 1,
2025; and

WHEREAS the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing news release announcing the
proposal to expand Strong Mayor powers to 169 additional municipalities on April 9, 2025,
indicated a one-week consultation deadline for municipal comments on the proposal to be
submitted to Ontario’s Regulatory Registry by April 16, 2025; and

WHEREAS without the benefit of a more thorough consultation process and suitable period of
time for feedback on the proposed expansion of Strong Mayor powers, the proposal is a
disservice to the very communities they impact; and

WHEREAS Strong Mayor Powers alter the balance of governance at the local level,
undermining the role of our duly elected members of Council in decision-making and
weakening the fundamental democratic principles of majority vote and majority rule; and

WHEREAS the Town of Tecumseh has had a long and successful history of local governance
based on collaborative and effective leadership built upon a foundation of Council debate and
reaching consensus on decisions for its community; and

WHEREAS the Town of Tecumseh being a smaller community, has thrived with these
collaborative, transparent, and accountable processes without the need for an expansion of

917 Lesperance Rd. | Tecumseh ON | N8N 1W9 | 519 735 2184 | www.tecumseh.ca



Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
April 15, 2025
Page 2 of 2

Strong Mayor Powers in order to serve Provincial Priorities and act in the best interests of its
residents; and

WHEREAS given the long history of the Town of Tecumseh as a collaborative Council, the
extension of Strong Mayor powers to the Town of Tecumseh may serve to instead counteract
the stated purposes of the Strong Mayor Power legislation by disrupting what have been
successful democratic processes and by undermining the important role that each Council
member provides for its citizens.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Tecumseh Town Council formally opposes the proposed
expansion of Strong Mayor Powers as announced on April 9, 2025 and further requests that
the proposed amendments to O. Reg 530/22 to expand Strong Mayor Powers to Additional
Municipalities NOT include the Town of Tecumseh and respectfully requests that the Town of
Tecumseh be removed from the list of municipalities so designated under the Strong Mayor
legislation;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon circulation that the Clerk be authorized to send
and upload a copy of this resolution together with a letter of resolution to Ontario’s Regulatory
Registry by the April 16, 2025, deadline for comments on the proposal.

“Carried.”

Yours very truly,

Robert Auger, LL.B.
Director Legislative Services & Clerk
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52 Segquin Street, Parry Sound, Ontario P2A 1B4
Tel: (705) 746-2101 - Fax: (705) 746-7461 - www.parrysound.ca

Office of the Mayor

April 22, 2025

Honourable Rob Flack

Minister of Municipal Affairs & Housing
College Park, 17t floor,

777 Bay St.

Toronto ON M7A 2J3

Via email: minister.mah@ontario.ca

Dear Minister Flack,

On behalf of Council of the Town of Parry Sound, please accept my congratulations
on your recent appointment as Minister of Municipal Affairs & Housing. It's an
important Ministry and we look forward to working with you and Ministry staff.

The Ministry of Municipal Affairs & Housing provided notice on April 9" that the
Ministry was seeking comments regarding its intent to extend strong mayor powers to
an additional 169 municipalities, including the Town of Parry Sound. The comment
period was open until April 16". These additional powers are not powers that | as
Mayor believe are necessary and do not wish to exercise them. At our April 15
meeting, Council unanimously voted to reject strong mayor powers, request the
province to repeal the legislation, or alternatively permit municipalities to opt out.

We were disappointed that there was no previous communication before the April 9"
letter, with a comment period of only one week. Contrary to provincial claims that
strong mayor powers will get homes and infrastructure built faster, reduce red tape
and accelerate the delivery of key priorities, research by the Association of Municipal
Clerks & Treasurers of Ontario (AMCTO) has found no evidence to suggest this
legislation has any impact on the number of housing starts in municipalities that have
been granted the powers; and moreover the strong mayor powers have blurred the
political-administrative authority between the roles of head of council and Chief
Administrative Officers (CAOs) and senior staff, threatening the neutrality of the
public service and politicizing local government leadership. We have seen very
questionable use by mayors with strong mayor powers.
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Our public expects a democratic process. Given the overwhelming use of executive
orders by the current US President and multiple respected analysts’ concerns about
the US slipping into authoritarianism, our country and its democratic institutions
should be safeguarding these democratic principles that provide accountability to the
public and not undermining them.

We encourage the provincial government to repeal this legislation.

Sincerely,

Jamie McGarvey
Mayor, Town of Parry Sound

c.c. Premier Doug Ford
MPP Graydon Smith
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)
All Ontario Municipalities
Members of Town of Parry Sound Council
CAO Clayton Harris
Clerk Rebecca Johnson



THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF PARRY SOUND
RESOLUTION IN COUNCIL

NO. 2025 - o047

DIVISION LIST YES NO DATE: April 15, 2025
Councillor G. ASHFORD g MOVED BY:

Councillor J. BELESKEY oy, T
Councillor P. BORNEMAN é ﬁ‘fp\@—;‘;&?%

Councillor B. KEITH g

Councillor D. McCANN v SECONDED BY: )

Councillor C. McDONALD % 7 /

Mayor  J. McGARVEY n /g/ e
/ S

CARRIED: / DEFEATED: Postm to:

Whereas the Province has announced the expansion of strong mayor powers to another
169 municipalities as of May 1, 2025 in addition to the 47 municipalities which currently
have received strong mayor powers; and

Whereas the Province claims that strong mayor powers will get homes and infra-
structure built faster, reduce red tape, and accelerate the delivery of key priorities; and
Whereas research from the Association of Municipal Clerks & Treasurers of Ontario
(AMCTO) has identified that: a) there is no evidence to suggest this legislation has any
impact on the number of housing starts in municipalities that have been granted the
powers; and b) strong mayor powers have blurred the political-administrative authority
between the roles of head of council and chief administrative officers (CAQOs),
threatening the neutrality of the public service and politicizing local government
leadership; and

Whereas strong mayor powers is an erosion to the democratic process of an historically
non-partisan municipal governance structure;

Now Therefore the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Parry Sound hereby
resolves to reject the strong mayor powers granted to it, and requests that the Province
repeal the legislation, or offer the option to municipalities to opt out of strong mayor
powers; and

That this Resolution be forwarded to the Minister of Municipal Affairs & Housing Rob
Flack, Premier Doug Ford, MPP Graydon Smith, the Association of Municipalities of
Ontario (AMO), and all Ontario municipalities.




Kelly Lush

From: Clerks <Clerks@tillsonburg.ca>

Sent: April 15,2025 841 AM

To: premier@ontario.ca; rob.flack@pc.ola.org; Ernie.Hardemanco@pc.ola.org;
resolutions@amo.on.ca; roma@roma.on.ca

Subject: Tillsonburg Town Council Decision Letter - April 14, 2025 - Strong Mayor Powers

Hello,

At the April 14, 2025, meeting of Tillsonburg Town Council, the following resolution was passed:

Resolution # 2025-125
Moved By: Councillor Spencer
Seconded By: Deputy Mayor Beres

THAT Council receive item 12.8 Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing Letter Re: Strong Mayor
Powers, as information;

WHEREAS the Ontario government has proposed expanding the "strong mayor" powers to 169 additional
municipalities under the proposed legislation on May 1, 2025, which would grant mayors in these
municipalities more authority, particularly concerning the control of municipal budgets, planning and
operational decisions;

AND WHEREAS this proposal has raised significant concerns regarding the centralization of power,
erosion of local democracy, reduced accountability, and the potential for the abuse of power;

AND WHEREAS the proposed expansion of strong mayor powers undermines the collaborative nature of
municipal governance, and diminish the role of elected municipal councillors in representing the diverse
interests of the community;

AND WHEREAS concerns have been raised about the negative impacts on public trust, democratic
participation, and municipal decision-making processes, if mayors are given the ability to bypass
council decisions without adequate consultation or oversight;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Town of Tillsonburg;

1. Does not support the proposed strong mayor powers as currently outlined;

2. Supports specific powers to mayors as it pertains to identifiable decisions regarding housing,
development, infrastructure and transit to provide tools that reduce obstacles that can stand in
the way of new housing and infrastructure developments;

3. Strongly suggests that free reign of decision-making regarding hiring, firing, committees and so
forth be removed from the proposed authority;

4. Strongly suggests that members of current Council were duly elected officials by citizens with the
awareness of one vote per council member and majority votes are the democratic process;

5. Requests that the Provincial Strong Mayor Powers proposed to take effect on May 1, 2025, be
deferred to allow for greater clarity and that the Province seek collaborative input from the
Association of Municipal Managers, Clerks and Treasurers of Ontario (AMCTO);

6. Directs staff to forward this resolution immediately to Minister Flack, Premier Ford, MPP
Hardeman, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), the Rural Ontario Municipal
Association (ROMA), and all Ontario Municipalities before April 16, 2025.



Regards,

Amelia Jaggard

Deputy Clerk

Town of Tillsonburg

10 Lisgar Ave

Tillsonburg, ON N4G 5A5
Phone: 519-688-3009 Ext. 4041

Ranked one of “Canada’s Top 25 Communities to Live and Work Remotely” (Maclean’s 2021 Best Communities)
www.Tillsonburg.ca

www.DiscoverTillsonburg.ca
www.Facebook.com/TillsonburgON
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DISCLAIMER: This E-mail contains legally privileged information intended only for the individual or entity named in the message. If the reader of this message is not
the intended recipient, or the agent responsible to deliver it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying
of this communication is prohibited. If this communication was received in error, please notify us by reply E-mail and delete the original message.

& Please consider the environment before printing this email.



THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF DEEP RIVER *’;

P.O.BOX 400 e+ 100DEEPRIVER ROAD ¢ DEEP RIVER, ONTARIO KOJ 1PO
Tel: (613) 584-2000 = www.deepriverca + Fax: (613) 584-3237

BY EMAIL April 30, 2025
The Honourable Doug Ford The Honourable Rob Flack

Premier of Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Legislative Building, Queen's Park 17 Floor, 777 Bay Street

Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 Toronto, ON M7A 243

Email: premier@ontario.ca Email: rob.flack@ontario.ca

Re: Opposition to Strong Mayor Designation for the Town of Deep River in
Response to the Province’s Recent Proposal to Designate Deep River as a
“Strong Mayor” Municipality, Effective May 1, 2025.

At a Special Meeting of Council held on April 29, 2025, Council of the Town of Deep River
passed the following resolution:

RESOLUTION 2025 128

MOVED BY: Councillor Fitton
SECONDED BY: Councillor Hughes

WHEREAS the Province of Ontario has proposed to designate the Town of Deep River
as a "Strong Mayor" community, granting enhanced powers to the Mayor effective May 1,
2025; and,

WHEREAS the Strong Mayor powers significantly alter the balance of governance at the
municipal level, undermining the role of Council in decision-making and weakening the
fundamental democratic principle of majority rule; and,

WHEREAS the Town of Deep River has a long history of collaborative, accountable local
governance built upon a foundation of Council-debate and shared decision-
making; and,

WHEREAS many municipally elected officials across the province and members of the
public have expressed significant concern regarding the imposition of these powers; and,

WHEREAS the Town of Deep River did not formally request or express a desire to be
designated under the Strong Mayor framework; and,

WHEREAS a growing number of municipalities and elected officials across Ontario are
questioning the appropriateness of the Strong Mayor system and are calling for its
reconsideration or repeal;



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Deep River Town Council formally request that the
Premier of Ontario and the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing immediately remove
the Town of Deep River from the list of municipalities designated under the Strong Mayor
legislation; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Premier of
Ontario, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, all regional Members of Provincial
Parliament, all Ontario municipalities, and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario
(AMO) for their awareness and support.

We thank you for your attention to this matter and urge you to respect the democratic
wishes of our Council and community.

Kind Regards,

Wz

Jackie Mellon

Clerk

Town of Deep River
imellon@deepriver.ca

cc. Regional Members of Provincial Parliament
All Ontario Municipalities
The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF DEEP RIVER
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