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Bruce County EarlyON Child and Family Centres Are Offering Outdoor Explorers!

Bruce County, Ontario: Bruce County EarlyON Child and Family Centres (EarlyON) have engaged with Grey
Bruce Public Health, local school boards, M’Wikwedong Indigenous Friendship Centre, and municipalities to plan
and prepare for a safe outdoor re-opening. Bruce County EarlyON Educators are excited to be back to in-person
outdoor programming and look forward to making connections, building relationships, and learning together!

Families with children ages 0-6 can register for a variety of Outdoor Explorers programs throughout the summer
months at all main sites. Mobile locations will be announced soon, so please stay tuned for more information.
Increased cleaning protocols are in place and EarlyON Educators have planned exciting options for individual use
of creative materials, toys, and equipment. Group sizes have been modified to allow for physical distancing.

EarlyON program participants are required to register for in-person programs by phone at 1-800-616-8116.
Please note that drop-in options are not available at this time. Upon registration, families will speak to an
EarlyON Educator who will provide details of what to expect and the required screening protocols.

Families are encouraged to visit the Bruce County website and Bruce County EarlyON Facebook Pages for
registration information, including a schedule of program type, dates, and times for each location.

Explore Bruce County EarlyON Facebook pages for engaging posts, including group time experiences, story
times, and DIY activities that enhance developmental health and well-being for children ages 0-6!

www.facebook.com/EarlyOnChesley/
www.facebook.com/EarlyOnKincardine/
www.facebook.com/EarlyOnPortElgin/
www.facebook.com/EarlyOnWiarton/
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For more information, contact:

Adam Ferguson

Corporate Communications Specialist
Corporation of the County of Bruce
226-909-6399
aferguson@brucecounty.on.ca

Bruce County is an upper-tier municipality in Southwestern Ontario, Canada, made up of 8 lower-tier
municipalities and 68,423 residents. The explorers who visit, live, and work here are the dreamers who take
roads less travelled and see tried and true as an invitation to try something new. Be an Explorer and call Bruce
County home.


http://brucecounty.on.ca/
https://brucecounty.on.ca/earlyon
http://www.facebook.com/EarlyOnChesley/
http://www.facebook.com/EarlyOnKincardine/
http://www.facebook.com/EarlyOnPortElgin/
http://www.facebook.com/EarlyOnWiarton/
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Choosing Quality Child Care in Bruce County

Bruce County, Ontario: Bruce County Children’s Services continues to work with parents and key community
partners to help support the development of children in our communities. The early years are exciting times
and parents and guardians want to be confident that their child is in a healthy, safe, and happy environment
that meets their child’s social, emotional, and physical well-being needs as they learn and grow.

There are various types of child care programs across Bruce County, and families are encouraged to research
the type of child care that best meets the needs of their child and family. Bruce County has recently created a
Choosing Quality Child Care guide to assist families with their research in selecting a quality child care
program.

“Fostering caring and authentic relationships between child care educators, children, and their families, as
well as offering a stimulating learning environment, are key factors to consider when selecting a high-quality
child care program,” says Children’s Services Manager Tina Metcalfe.

Within Bruce County, there are three types of licensed child care programs to select from:

1. Licensed Child Care Centres and Before & After School Programs: These programs are licensed by
the Ministry of Education under the Child Care and Early Years Act to ensure they meet specific
provincial standards for the health, safety, and developmental needs of children. Licensed Child Care
Centres may provide care for infant, toddler, preschool, and school-aged children.

2. Licensed Home Child Care: Bruce County’s Home Child Care Program is licensed by the Ministry of
Education. As a Licensed Home Child Care Program, the Program contracts with individual caregivers
who offer child care out of their own homes. Caregivers are screened, approved, and monitored by the
Bruce County Home Child Care staff to ensure compliance with provincial requirements as well as the
policies and procedures of the agency. Home Child Care Providers care for infant, toddler, preschool,
and school-age children.

3. Authorized Camps and Children’s Recreation Programs: Authorized Camps and Children’s Recreation
Programs are not licensed by the Ministry of Education, however, many are HIGH FIVE certified. HIGH
FIVE is Canada’s quality standard for children’s recreation and sports. These programs provide care for
school-aged children.

Complete your online Licensed Child Care Application today!

OnelList Bruce County is an online tool that helps simplify the process of finding and applying for licensed child
care programs near home or work. Applications can be accessed anywhere, anytime. Get started at
www.brucecountychildcare.ca

For more information about the programs, supports, and services, and to view our Child Care and Early Years
Service System Plan, please visit: brucecounty.on.ca/childrens-services



http://brucecounty.on.ca/
https://brucecounty.on.ca/sites/default/files/COB0020%20Choosing%20Quality%20ChildCare.rd5_.KB_.WEB_.pdf
http://www.brucecountychildcare.ca/
https://brucecounty.on.ca/childrens-services
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Corporate Communications Specialist
Corporation of the County of Bruce
226-909-6399
aferguson@brucecounty.on.ca


http://brucecounty.on.ca/
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NOTICE - Summer Bridge Replacement North of Belmore

BRUGE

county

July 05, 2021

Please take notice that Steffler Bridge on Bruce Road 12 will be closed for the summer of 2021 due to bridge replacement. This
construction project north of Belmore, in the Municipality of South Bruce, will begin in mid-July 2021 and will be completed in
September of 2021.

A detour will be in place to the east on Concession Road 2 West, Bruce Road 28, and Bruce Road 6 East.

Signage and barricades will be in place. Thank you for your patience and understanding as we complete this important
infrastructure work in Bruce County.

Discover more about Road Construction in Bruce County.




CONTACT US

Administration Centre

30 Park St., Walkerton, Ontario NoG 2Vo

Tel: 519-881-1291
Toll free: 1-800-265-3005
info@brucecounty.on.ca
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Any documents found on this page are available in a variety of accessible formats or communication supports upon request. Due to
conditions beyond our control, there are some instances where we are unable to provide information in an accessible format (for
example, our mapping information). We will be monitoring these sections, and develop an accessible solution as technology
improves. If you use assistive technology and the format of any content on this web site interferes with your ability to access the
information, please contact the Clerk at 519-881-1291 or dvanwyck@brucecounty.on.ca



Have you visited your library lately?

July 5, 2021

For Immediate Release:

Bruce County Public Library believes in a future where innovative ideas fundamentally change
the way our communities learn, play, and connect with each other. This year, they have
developed a unique way to engage with our communities as part of their membership drive.

To raise awareness of their services and programs, the library has created custom information
packages for families, businesses, cultural groups, and more. These kits include promotional
brochures and posters to be shared with community members and groups that highlight the
unique services and materials that are available with a free library card.

If you or a community organization you belong to would like more information, the library
invites you to contact them by email at libraryinfo@brucecounty.on.ca or at your local branch
and they will create a customized information package for your group/organization. In return,
the library is always looking for collaborations with community groups, and they encourage
you to reach out to your local branch to inquire about how they can help your community
group reach your goals.

As a card member, you can also take the library with you with their Mobile App, available for
both Android and iOS devices, which allows you to place holds, renew items and checked out
materials, and download eBooks.

The library offers unique services and resources for business owners, cultural groups, and
families. Your library card provides free access to continuing education with LinkedIn
Learning, digital newspapers and magazines through PressReader, 3D printer training, sports
kits, fishing rods, museum passes, and more!

“Bruce County Public Library really does have something for everyone, no matter your age or
your interests” says Brooke McLean, Director of Library Services. “We encourage everyone to
explore all that your Library offers. Our friendly staff are here to help and would be pleased

to share information or present to community organizations on our many services.”

This year the library is developing a new strategic plan. They invite you to be part of our
library community by registering for a card to access all the free services available at BCPL.
For more information, please visit library.brucecounty.on.ca or contact your local branch.
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mailto:libraryinfo@brucecounty.on.ca

For more info:

Brooke McLean, MLIS
Director, Library Services
Bruce County Public Library
519-832-6935
library.brucecounty.on.ca
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Council / Committee Meetings — Thursday, July 8, 2021

BRUGE

county

July 09, 2021

By-laws
Bruce County Council:

authorized the execution of a revised Community Safety and Well-Being Plan Agreement between Bruce County and Grey
County and the sixteen participant local municipalities listed in the agreement

approved to regulate and control the movement of “All-Terrain Vehicles” (ATV’s) and “Multi-Purpose Off Highway Utility
and Recreational Vehicles” (Off-Road Vehicles or UTV) on sections of roads under the County’s jurisdiction

adopted Amendment Number C-2021-010 to the County of Bruce Official Plan
adopted Amendment Number C-2021-006 to the County of Bruce Official Plan



adopted Amendment Number C-2021-003 to the County of Bruce Official Plan

approved to regulate parking, standing, or stopping of vehicles on County Roads and Designated Areas within the Bruce
County Roads System

Delegations

Grey Bruce Public Health www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca

Grey Bruce Public Health discussed managing spikes in local cases and the importance of getting vaccinated. Everyone is
encouraged to prevent the spread of COVID-19 by avoiding crowds and exercising the 3 W’s - wash your hands, watch your
distance (6 feet), and wear your face covering correctly.

Comimunity Drug & Alcohol Strategy

Update on current concerns with Opioid Overdose.

Nuclear Waste Manageinert Organization (NWMO)

Update on the DGR Project.

Museunmt & Cultural Centre Update

Art Exhibit: Inspired by Bruce County: An art installation by County artists Margot Foster and Gayle Slinger demonstrates
how living in a place they love drives the images and colours they choose for their paintings. Visitors can take a virtual tour at
www.brucemuseum.ca.

When the Earth Shakes: Hold on tight! Get ready for earthquakes and tsunamis! Explore virtual videos featuring geoscientist
Jim Mclay answering questions about earthquakes. When the BCM&CC reopens, families can enjoy this until November 6,
2021.

Trailblazers: Check out the video interview with local Bruce County trailblazers, Spencer and Deni Wright of “Make it Wright
Grey Bruce” online. The BCM&CC worked with colleagues at the Bruce County Public Library Kincardine branch and
Kincardine Pride to share the “Trailblazers” exhibit with the Kincardine Community during June’s Pride Month.

Summer Programs: Explore Wildlife Wednesday, Ask a Geoscientist, Lego Fridays, Museum in a Box (“All Hands on Deck”),
and Saturdays @ the Movies programs. Virtual options are available until the BCM&CC reopens. The KidZone Summer
Camp has sold out and will follow public health measures and safety guidelines.

Archives: Museum staff recently completed collections management work related to labelling, cataloguing, and rehousing
almost 1,000 oversize records in the Archival Collection, including 785 municipal tax rolls and vital statistic registers, and
200 large items housed in oversize cabinets, such as maps, plans, architectural drawings, posters, display boards and
photographs. Items have been made more accessible to researchers, with descriptions of most of these items now appearing
in Online Collections.

Learn about the new Maririe History and Underwater Archeology Research Centre at www.brucemuseum.ca. Follow along
on Facebook @brucecountymuseum, on Twitter @brucemuseum, and on Instagram @brucecountymuseum.

Corporate Services Vehicles Lease Buyouts

The Corporate Services Committee approved an amendment to the 2021 Corporate Services Budget to pay up to $50,000 for
the lease buyouts of the 3 Corporate Services Vehicles with funding from the Working Fund Reserve. The 2021 budget
anticipated that the leased vehicles would be returned to Toyota and new vehicles would be leased. It has been determined
that it would be financially prudent to buyout the vehicles instead. The vehicles are used and maintained only by the County
and deemed to be in good working order. Keeping the existing vehicles for a few more years will give time for increased
availability and increased options for clean vehicles.

Summary of Awarded Tenders — Qz 2021

According to the requirements of the Bruce County Purchasing and Procurement Policy, a Request for Tender is issued for
goods and services estimated to exceed $75,000. The following summarizes the Tenders awarded between April 1 and June 30,
2021 by all Departments.

Bruce Road 12, Formosa Signage awarded to Weber Electrical Service ($12,944)

CR #8 Culverts, Recycle and Pave (Bids were over budget, awarded culvert work only) awarded to E.C. King ($202,150)
Kincardine Town Homes Parking Lot awarded to Tri-Capital ($119,085)

Bruce Road 25, Phase 3 awarded to Moorefield Excavating ($4,439,914)

Supply and Application of 5/8” Granular M (NBP Issued) awarded to Bridge Excavating ($64,750)
Lakeshore Hub Roof Repairs (no bids received)

Workplace Engagermient Services Update



The Workplace Engagement Services Committee approved a revised Probation policy and Pay Periods policy. Also, a 2020
Market Review by Workplace Engagement Services has determined that Bruce County is generally competitive with
comparable upper-tier municipalities and that County non-union pay bands remain competitive at the 6oth percentile on
aggregate. Based on the positions reviewed, the County is within 1% of the defined pay market target.

Residential Lot Severance in Huron-Kinloss

The Planning and Development Committee approved an application to sever a vacant residential lot of 1,383.5 square meters
from a 3,958.87 square meter parcel at 100 McCormick Drive, in the Township of Huron-Kinloss. The new lot will make
efficient use of land and infrastructure as it will be connected to municipal water and will have access onto a municipal road,
while lot suitability for development will be confirmed prior to certifying the lot. The subject lands are designated Secondary
Urban Community in the Bruce County Official Plan and Lakeshore Residential and Environmental Protection in the Huron-
Kinloss Official Plan.

Service Systerri Mariager Request for Qualitications

The Human Services Committee directed County Staff to proceed with a Service System Manager Request for Qualification
(RFQ) submission to become the Service System Manager (SSM) for the Stratford-Bruce Peninsula Economic Region, with
Bruce County as the lead. On February 12, 2019, the Ontario government announced its plan to transform the province’s
employment services, with the goal of making these services more efficient, more streamlined, and outcomes focused. The role
of the SSM is to oversee the planning, design, and delivery of employment services in a way that is integrated, inclusive, people-
focused and outcomes driven, by considering local community and employer needs.

Housirig arid Horrielessriess Plan Progress Report

In 2019, Bruce County completed the Housing & Homeless Plan update which provides a strategic framework for housing &
homelessness planning through 2023. County Staff continue to advance the comprehensive and targeted Housing &
Homelessness Plan Strategies, which were developed in conjunction with community partners and residents. Five strategies
were identified: Increase Affordable Housing Stock, Explore Rural Mobility Model, Better Understand the Needs of Youth and
Indigenous Groups, Increase Housing Support Options, and Maintain a Coordinated System and Strong Partnerships. 2020
Highlights include:

$115,000 distributed to 14 homeowners for energy efficiency and accessibility upgrades.

$240,000 distributed in 2020 for first or last months’s rent, rental arrear, utility arrears, and/or moving expenses.
90 applicants offered community housing units in 2020.

$115,000 in housing allowances provided to Bruce County residents.

$21,250 distributed for Westario Power’s Low-income Energy Assistance (LEAP) program.

Ongoing construction of the work on the new housing development in the Municipality of Kincardine to replace 15 RGI units,
provide 10 new affordable and 10 new modest market units.

Developed the Housing Response Steering Committee and hired the Housing System Navigator to develop a By-Names List
and respond to homelessness in the region.

$1.2million in funding provided to 15 community partners to provide services to vulnerable residents during the COVID-19
pandemic.

Income and Support Services Update - Qz 2021

Bruce County’s Ontario Works caseload between January 1, 2021 and May 31, 2021 was an average of 412 cases per month. This
represents a 23% decrease compared to the same time in 2020. The Ontario Works caseload decrease will be in part due to
federal income supports that were put in place due to COVID-19. There is potential for a caseload increase as the federal
benefits change and/or come to an end. County Staff continue to provide support to clients through virtual mechanisms. On
June 10, 2021, the Minister of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD), together with the Minister of Children,
Community and Social Services (MCCSS) announced the expansion of Employment Services Transformation (EST) to nine
additional catchment areas. Strategic linkages are being made both provincially and locally between employment services
transformation and Ontario’s renewed vision for social assistance, which aims to create an efficient, effective, and streamlined
social services system. County Staff continue implement initiatives such as MyBenefits and Centralized Intake and have been
responding to staff engagement requests in the context of social assistance transformation co-design.

Bruce County Master Transportation Plan

The Transportation and Environmental Services Committee has approved the Bruce County Master Transportation Plan
(MTP). The main purpose of a Transportation Master Plan (MTP) is to address medium to long-term needs. A MTP will
provide a vision for the County transportation system that supports quality of life and economic vitality through safe, efficient,
barrier-free movement of people and goods using a choice of modes and sustainable infrastructure. An approved MTP will



provide direction for the County’s future efforts for transportation services and support other County strategic planning
initiatives. The MTP will provide justification for applications for higher level government funding. Transportation action items
under consideration for the 2022-2026 business plan and budget are as follows:

10-year capital program for roads and bridges
3-year maintenance program for roads and bridges
County coordination with SMART and MOVIN GB

Review South Bruce Peninsula/Grey bus route trial and develop project to extend Grey County Bus routes trial into Bruce
County

Develop policy and by-laws for coordinated ride for hire services
Develop County ride share program

Develop active transportation/trail action plan

Develop transit action plan

Adopt policies for Access Management, Traffic Impact Study and Total Road Design

Long Term Care Homes In Full Compliance

Brucelea Haven (Walkerton) and Gateway Haven (Wiarton) Long Term Care Homes are in full compliance with the Long Term
Care Homes Act and all associated regulations. The homes conduct regular audits and the Administrators and management
teams have continued to monitor the Homes’ status. The County’s LTC pandemic response continues to be the priority focus
for both homes. Both homes maintain a 3 times per week Rapid Antigen testing protocol for all staff, essential care visitors, and
other essential municipal staff visitors. Absences for fully immunized residents are permitted. Residents with mobility
limitations or health conditions may have 1 general indoor visitor at a time. The general visit must pass active screening,
undergo a rapid antigen testing, and adhere to all personal protected equipment and IPAC measures. Essential caregivers and
general visitors who are fully immunized are not required to wear eye protection during indoor or outdoor visits. During the
screening process all essential and general visitors will be asked to show their immunization status prior to the visit. Over 96%
of all residents at both homes have received first and second vaccine doses. New directives continue to increase staff
vaccination rates in both homes, which are currently 51% to 65% with first and second doses. Family and Residents Councils are
active in both homes. These councils provide an opportunity for both family and residents to have direct discussions with each
other and with homes staff. Resident engagement continues. There are 140 residents at Brucelea Haven, with a waitlist of 129,
and there are 95 residents at Gateway Haven, with a waitlist of 137. Megan Garland has been appointed as the new Director of
Long Term Care and Senior Services. Tracee Givens has been appointed as the new Administrator for Gateway Haven.

This publication identifies highlights from recent Bruce County Council and Committee meetings. Bruce County’s Office of the
CAO maintains complete agendas and minutes from all Council and Committee meetings, which can be reviewed at
www.brucecounty.on.ca/government/agendas-and-minutes

CONTACT US

Administration Centre

30 Park St., Walkerton, Ontario NoG 2Vo
Tel: 519-881-1291

Toll free: 1-800-265-3005
info@brucecounty.on.ca

Business

f

Tourism

f
Library



f v

Museum
f v

Talk to us
DEPARTMENTS COUNTY WEBSITES USEFUL LINKS
Office of the CAO Business to Bruce Road and Bridge Construction and
Corporate Services Explore the Bruce Detours
Transportation and Environmental Bruce County Public Library N'uclear Innovation Institute
Services B c M Cul | Bids and Tenders

ruce County Museum & Cultura Hazardous Waste Collection Schedule

Human Resources Centre Road Construction
Library Bruce Remembers EarlyON Child and Family Centres
Museum Museum Online Collections Agendas and Minutes
Health Services Bruce Coast Lighthouses Employment

Anaphylaxis (Nut Aware) Policy
Application Links

File Transfer

Privacy Policy

Public Washrooms Map

Planning & Development

Human Services
COVID-19 Information
and Updates

BRUCE & GREY

COMMUNITY INFORMATION

““PLANZBRUCE-..

Notice of Loss/Injury Claim

© 2020 The County of Bruce. All Rights Reserved.

Any documents found on this page are available in a variety of accessible formats or communication supports upon request. Due to
conditions beyond our control, there are some instances where we are unable to provide information in an accessible format (for
example, our mapping information). We will be monitoring these sections, and develop an accessible solution as technology
improves. If you use assistive technology and the format of any content on this web site interferes with your ability to access the
information, please contact the Clerk at 519-881-1291 or dvanwyck@brucecounty.on.ca
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Bruce County’s Alternate Emergency Operations Centre
enhanced by new Provincial and Federal Funding

Bruce County, Ontario: Bruce County is pleased to announce that the federal and provincial governments have
teamed up to fund a new generator for the County’s Alternate Emergency Operations Centre, which is located
at the Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre in Southampton. As part of infrastructure support for
communities across Ontario, Bruce County is receiving $44,392 in provincial funding and $177,568 in federal
funding for a total of $221,960 for this much needed generator.

The generator will ensure a functional alternate facility for Emergency Management staff should the County’s
main Emergency Operations Centre be rendered inoperable. The generator will also provide a safe and stable
climate-controlled environment for vital and irreplaceable archival materials at the Museum in the event of a
power outage.

Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound MPP Bill Walker recently highlighted this funding for Bruce County, as part of an
announcement that our local municipalities will receive a total of $1,913,042 in federal and provincial
infrastructure funds ($382,608.40 provincial investment, $1,530,433.60 federal investment). This funding is
intended to help protect the health of residents, create jobs, and promote economic recovery.

“This is fantastic news for Bruce County and communities across our region,” said Bruce County Warden Janice
Jackson, “This support helps Bruce County safeguard the community and our valuable historical assets. Thank
you to our federal and provincial partners for providing this important infrastructure funding.”
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